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Nonviolence and Multicultural Education 

 

Every child, for the simple reason of having been born, has the right to health, food, education, housing and 

to a life lived with dignity. Every child has the right to be happy and to live a life to its fullest.  Education is a 

key component for the development and freedom of every human being, and as such must be considered a 

universal right. 

 

Criticism of the current situation, conflicts and trends: 

In Italy, schools were founded on the same training school model adopted by the ruling class of the last 

century. Those schools were based on the conformity and homologation to a uniform, authoritarian and 

top-down model. Those schools were marked out by obedience, suffering and ready-made values. The 

Constitution and its various programmes declare free education for everyone, interdisciplinarity, the 

abolition of marks in primary schools and so on. These remain nothing but good intentions given the hyper-

bureaucratic schooling organisation, the lack of funds, the absence of adequate training courses, the 

conservation of textbooks, etc. 

Whenever schools try to deeply make changes from within, by concretely implementing what is written in 

the various documents, they find resistance at every step. Consequently, many good teachers, directors, 

principals, parents, animators, trainers, and so on, opt for private schools because they feel like they are 

tilting at windmills. 

 

Under these conditions, schools are increasingly conforming to the pragmatic, competitive and privatizing 

model of the system we live in. It is a unifying model that has been fought for years through educational 

research, especially in Italy. This model is moving forward with the end of public schools, since it aims to 

turn education into a business for the "educational agencies" that are already replacing the "public 

education". We are witnessing a process that privatises schools of all levels. This will lead to a school 

defined by the interests of businesses, preferably speculative businesses. Only those who have money will 

be able to study and train, whereas those who do not have, will be left with inefficient public schools that 

have been cut down to the bone, and with a low level of quality and trainings. 
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Since the last few decades of the previous century to present, Italian schools have been marked by reforms 

that claim to be the ideal response to conform to the society and the schools of the near future. Instead, 

these reforms are moving towards the privatisation of schools and the threat of the human rights achieved 

in this field. Measures such as autonomy, restructuring of cycles, baccalaureate, training student-labour 

with quasi-training activities do not seize the basic problems of truly free and educational schools. In this 

situation, the shift from public schools to "educational agencies", increasingly based on the logic of profit, 

will continue. 

 

Direction of our action: 

We feel the need to implement an educational system that goes beyond the school itself. A system that 

builds an Educational Community that educates to solidarity, collaboration, socialization, communication 

and is open to diversity and freedom. A system that teaches a non-naive view of reality, its transformation 

and to freely choose what to do with one's life. 

 

Our Educational Paradigm  

What kind of education do we want? Our educational paradigm is established on the objectives we have 

mentioned above. It serves as a model for the future and as an image to reach out for, that outlines the 

guidelines for action, proposals and directions. Some of the general components of this paradigm are 

leading students, who builds knowledge in a sympathetic community, with active and plural views about 

reality; students who think, feel and are consistent with their actions, open to diversity and transformation.  

We aim at a school open to the sociability, a school of human rights, but also a school that enhances the 

subjectivity, the personal experience of each person, as well as his/her qualities and contribution to the 

world.  Schools must also be a permanent source of education for all citizens. They must be managed in a 

participatory way and they must be truly free and open to everyone. 

 
 


